


  

Part I — Determining the pH of Lab Chemicals and Household Substances 
Use the pH paper, litmus paper and Red Cabbage Indicator at your lab station to determine the pH of 
the substances on the list below. All the solids have been prepared in a saturated solution by dissolving 
as much solid as possible in a small amount of water.  

Procedure 
In this experiment you are to work at the lab stations in groups of 4. Using both pH paper and natural 
indicators prepared from plant extracts, follow the steps outlined below to determine the pH each of 
each of these substances:  

Color of Indicator 

Approximate pH of 
Substance 

(Acidic, Basic or 
Neutral: 0-14; 

Strong or Weak) 

Substance 
Tested 

pH Paper  Red Litmus Blue Litmus Cabbage  

Distilled Water          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
          
 
Part II: 
Use a graph, like the example below, to chart the pH of all the substances in part I.  Color this chart 
with colored pencils. 
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	Use a graph, like the example below, to chart the pH of all the substances in part I.  Color this chart with colored pencils.


